FRENCH GUIANA'S SAVANNAS: ENHANCE ECOLOGICAL KNOWLEDGE
FOR CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT
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Abstract

The preservation of French Guiana’s savannas, about which there is still very little knowledge but which are one of the most threatened habitats of the département, has become an increasingly important issue in the last years. In 2011/2012, GEPOG (Group
for the Study and Protection of Birds in French Guiana) carried out botanical, ornithological and soil studies on 90 sample points located in the savannas of the central coast. The objective was to answer following questions: 1) Are the grasslands
homogeneous or are they composed of distinct plant communities? 2) Can soil characteristics explain plant community patterns? 3) Can plant community patterns explain bird assemblages? 4) Are there indicators of human impacts on the savannas? The
results show that: 1) The central coast savannas are composed of a mosaic assemblage of numerous distinct habitats; 2) Soil composition does not explain plant community patterns, except for white sand soils; 3) There are no bird indicator species of
specific habitats; 4) There are no bird indicator species of human impacts, however a list of 13 indicator plant species has been identified.

Introduction: Savannas are... Indicator Results

Birds are not a pertinent group as indicators for savanna habitats or anthropization in French Guiana.

... interesting ... threatened

Plants can be used as indicators for anthropization.
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